Oyster OMA43 =
LOA: 43ft 6in
3.26m)

PRICE: from

£726,800
TOP SPEED: 31 knots
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FACTFILE

Dale Classic 45
LOA: 48ft Oin
(4.65m)
| PRICE: from
£703,500
TOP SPEED: 30 knots

Design & build

Oyster Marine, a much respected yacht builder,
moved into the motorboat market a few years
ago when a number of its sailboat owners felt
the time had come to take things a bit easier and
make the switch to power. However, these
owners were keen to remain with a builder
whose boats had taken
them through thick and
thin. So the naval-looking,
water jet-powered LD43,
with its fantastic
interconnecting
wheelhouse and cockpit
area but just the one cabin, was the result.

A yearago the OM43 was launched to replace
the LD43 and take it to the next level. The new
model has had an internal re-design to
accommodate two adult-sized cabins without
denting the serious socialising aspect of its
through-saloon and cockpit. In addition, a re-jig

The 45's extra
length and weight
Nas created 8

superb ride

in the saloon-level wheelhouse — which now
houses the galley to make room for the second
cabin - and some tweaking of the superstructure
itself, has delivered much-improved visibility.
However, a single-cabin version with the galley
down below is still available.

The arrival of the Dale Classic 45 in 2003 - with
its distinctive, rounded
quarters and clean,
perfectly weighted
proportions — also came
about due to pressure from
existing customers. The
Milford Haven-based yard
gained so much respect for its superbly
engineered Dale Nelson 38, that when the
demand for something bigger came the pressure
was on to match - or better - the 385 impressive
record. And the Classic 45 was born,

As with the 38, the underwater sections of the
45 are very much of a semi-displacement format

BOAT REVIEW
BRITISH HEAVYWEIGHTS

_ ey

- even though it can push upwards of 30 knots -
with a fine-entry hull running into a full length
keel, However, instead of the aft sections running
out all but flat (which is the usual design thinking
in this sort of hull), Dale has kept a few more
degrees of deadrise. This sharper form will
increase the bite and reduce the amount of
buoyancy in and around the stern, so it is much
less likely to be pushed about in following and
quartering seas. This, plus the advantages of its
extra length and weight, has created a superb
ride and placed its sea-kindliness beyond even its
smaller sibling.

When it comes to life on board, the 45's layout
and interior styling have undergone so many
changes since the boat's inception, with tweaks
here and practical ideas added there, that it is

hard to see where any improvements could now
be made; a rash statement where this fastidious

yard is concerned but Il take my chances. >>

The 45, like the OM43, is a two-cabin boat
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with a comfortable, wheelhouse-based saloon

that can be given the fresh air treatment thanks

On board

to the large, optional sunroof. The Dale - being The rear wheelhouse overhang of both boats
slightly larger than the Oyster — delivers tw

en-suite cabins, while the OM43 ensures =

extends well over the cockpit, which means they

are well protected, and the doors can be

open without fear of rain or spray
finding its way into the saloon. In
fact, this is doubly important on
both models as the large rear
windows either side of the

its shared toilet compartment is as

sible by
good-sized,

cubicle.

generous as po
incorporating a
separate show

/; But if you think c

wheelhouse doors disappear
down at the touch of a button,
so that the cockpit and
wheelhouse become more of a
- single entity. Both boats offeran
g Welkethe extended awning to further protect the
crockery  cockpit with the Oyster’s covering the
stowage bulk of this space.

For what might be termed a pair of ‘serious

braces'for you,

N

S\ simply take a look
atthe Dale's inviting

cockpit, with its fac
settees across the
full-size dining table,

and it might just
change your mind.

boats'the space and comfort afforded to their

The OM43's forecabin isn't massive but it doesn't lack headroom
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The recently added midships cabin is comfortable

" Evenwiththe galley up at saloon level there is plenty of room to sit and take it easy

deep, protected cockpits is something of a
surprise. Each one has loads of seating
surrounding a formidable table, that comes
armed with a built-in cocktail cabinet and fridge.
ail that caught our eye

A nice piece of design ¢

on the OM43 concerns the seat mouldings. They

have been tooled to slope back in towards the
base to give more comfortable legroom; a neat
and very

A galley-up arrangement can sometimes

vhile touch.

intrude on a saloon’s ambience and space but

the vast galley aboard the OM43 works brilliantly,

while somehow lying quietly out the

The vast galey-
ug arrangement
anoard the OM43
works brilliantly

The roomy shower cubicle















