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DALE 
Sunshine, three-metre swells, 25 knots of  wind & spray lashing the decks.

We couldn’t have wished for better conditions to test the capabilit ies of  the all-new...

Words Jack Haines Photos Richard Langdon 
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 Anyone who has driven a 
boat in a decent following 
swell will know the 
feeling. That moment 
when the boat is right  
in the sea’s pocket, 
manipulating the 
conditions for a natural 
boost as Mother Nature 
provides her own shove  
of forced induction.  
The speed jumps up 

momentarily before the conveyer belt begins to slide in the other 
direction and the hard slog up the back of the next wave begins.  
    This is where I find myself aboard the Dale 40, thundering down 
the face of a rolling 3m swell with the satisfying whoosh that 
comes as 16 tonnes of Welsh beef throws great sheets of water 
from its heavily flared hull. Oh what a hull. It doesn’t matter how 
many times you drive an Arthur Mursell hull it always surprises 
with its sea kindliness and preposterous refinement, particularly in 
such challenging conditions. This latest iteration is a little fuller of  
bow to improve interior volume but you won’t find Mursell  
– or Dale – compromising sea keeping to quench the market’s 
insatiable thirst for interior space.  

With the red cliffs of St Annes Head bearing down on us I look aft 
to check the coast is clear and prepare to turn upwind, into the teeth 
of the swell we had just been surfing down. Mike Reynolds, owner 
of Dale Sailing Company, standing next to me at the helm, gives me 
the look of a man with thousands of hours aboard Mursell-hulled 
boats under his belt and deadpans: “This could get wet.”

C O O L  A N D  C O M P O S E D
The hydraulic steering is linked to a pair of rudders which sit aft  
of straight shafts and four-blade props. The rudder profile is 
different to the 38 this model replaces, and the result is handling 
which strikes a great balance between levity and security. The wide 
alcantara wheel is easy to run through the hands but there’s a 
reassuring weight to it that allows the boat to track very straight 
without the need to make small adjustments. At one point we’re 
doing 21 knots upwind and Reynolds urges me to relinquish my 
grip on the wheel and hold my hands aloft. I do, tentatively, and 
the boat rumbles on unfazed. 

The first specs of spray carry on the 25-knot breeze and lash a 
light film across our lowered heads but as the waves steepen we 
begin to get doused by great sheets of water. The hull barrels across 
the wave tops with nonchalance verging on disinterest but in 
clearing a pathway through the crests it doesn’t half chuck up  
some spray. This doesn’t come as a surprise on a Nelson hull; the 

18-year-old 38 chase boat we have alongside us is doing the same 
thing. The profile is unmistakable, its flared bow sniffing the  
air as spray is sent flying down either side of the boat. There are 
few sights as fine as a Nelson dispensing waves, especially with 
the sinking afternoon sun backlighting it to perfection.

Back to the 40. It’s freakish the confidence this boat gives you 
in the sort of seas that would have you longing for the safety of  

a harbour and wishing for it to be over on most craft of a similar 
size. Even in waves as big as this there’s no need to think about 
the throttles, just set them – generally at a speed slightly higher 
than you think might be comfortable – and watch in 
wonderment as the boat just eats it up. You don’t even have  
to pay much attention to the wave pattern ahead because the 
boat just deals with whatever dares roam across its path. You  

T h e  h u l l  b a r r e l s  a c r o s s  t h e  w a v e  
t o p s  w i t h  n o n c h a l a n c e  v e r g i n g  

o n  d i s i n t e r e s t
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The simple upper 
helm is a great spot 
from which to guide 
the boat into a berth

“Spray day! Spray 
day!”: The Dale 40 
punches through 
the rollers with 
laughable ease

D E TA I L S  Left to right: the bow roller is designed to hold a pair of anchors if required. The deck lockers are 
deep enough to hold multiple fenders. Flush hatches keep the lines as clean as possible



are particularly well isolated from it on the 40’s raised aft deck 
where you can sit or stand with the wheelhouse and muscular 
bow out front absorbing the worst of it. 

This boat has a pair of Volvo Penta D6 370hp engines but  
Dale will install any that fit inside the engineroom. Reynolds’s 
eyes light up a he discusses the potential 30-knot plus  
performance of a 40 with a pair of Volvo’s D8 600hp engines 
squeezed into the machinery space. The owner of this one likes 
to cruise at around 17 knots so the top speed of 23 knots with  
the pair of 370s is ideal for his needs. This is just a hint at the 

flexibility that Dale affords its clients, and Reynolds and his team 
will turn their hand to most requests just as long as they don’t 
threaten or compromise the boat’s toughness or seakeeping. 

Reynolds is a Pembrokeshire man born and bred, his affinity 
for boats formed as a young lad helping his father deliver 
supplies to the islands of Skomer and Skokholm that sit off  
the mainland. “We used to have to ride the swell in, chuck the 
chickens and sacks of potatoes on to the beach and then get  
back out before the next breaker came in,” he recalls. He has  
been taming these wild waters ever since and poured all of  
this knowledge and experience into the three or four boats  
that the yard builds each year. 

R E T R E A T  F R O M  T H E  E L E M E N T S
I thought the smallish engines might struggle to shift the boat’s 
weight but they are so smooth and punchy that they make light 
work of hauling the boat out of even the deepest troughs. It is  
a joy to handle at slow speed too, the substantial keel providing 
excellent directional stability and the big props with so much bite 
that you barely need to touch the bowthruster when coming 
alongside. There’s a delicious bark from the exhausts to 
accompany the throttles as they are juggled in and out of gear 
that I – childishly – quite enjoyed. 

Before we left the marina I asked Reynolds if an internal helm 
was a standard feature on the 40. “Yes, and you’ll see why once 
we’re out there,” he responded with a wry smile. By the end of 
the photo shoot I am entombed in a crust of salt and feel little 
need to pursue the reasoning behind the existence of the internal 
helm station. The outdoor helm provides an excellent view and 

irreplaceable connection to the elements but for serious rough 
weather work the internal helm is the place to be. There is an 
option to have a glass Webasto sunroof overhead to offer the  
best of both worlds but the owner of this boat decided against it.

An affliction at both helms is the lack of storage areas on  
offer for loose items and, in particular, cup holders. The seagoing 
galley hints at a boat designed for long passages so not providing 
anywhere to hold a mug securely on the move is remiss. This  
is a rare oversight on a boat that is designed to go to sea and  

Dale has since assured me it has rectified the 
issue with a wooden (naturally) tray positioned 
on the internal dash.

P E R F E C T LY  C R A F T E D
The galley is edged with fiddles thick enough to 
act as grab handles and all of the drawers, hewn 
of solid oak, lock securely into place when closed 
so they can’t spring open. There is always 
something to grab, be it the oak bannister 
adjacent to the helm or substantial handles 
integrated into the ceiling and every glass, plate 
and mug has its own slot to keep it in place when 
things get bouncy. This hand-crafted attention to 
detail is rare and the carpentry is some of the 
best you’ll find. One particularly clever touch is 
the sliding mechanism that allows the helm seats 
to slide forward up against the dashboard at the touch  
of a button to boost the amount of space at the dinette. 

The 40 was originally planned as a cockpit boat but  
such is the demand for living space that the aft cabin 

B O A T  T E S T

The aft cabin is spacious, 
beautifully appointed and 
packed with storage

Tall fiddles and bespoke 
crockery storage in the galley

The coachroof and 
wheelhouse, 
borrowed from the 
45 Classic, smooth 
off the lines nicely

ABOVE The cockpit 
seating’s backrests 
look low but in 
practice they are 
comfortable 
BELOW An internal 
helm provides 
refuge in rough 
conditions 

A vee berth on this boat but 
there is the option of a double 

VIP/day heads is  
spacious and bright  



variant took priority. You can see why once you’ve explored the 
pair of double cabins and their enormous ensuite bathrooms. 
Two couples could cruise for weeks on end on this boat and 
enjoy total privacy and comfort thanks to the amount of space 
and variety of storage solutions, though those sleeping in the VIP 
suite are a little short on hanging storage. 

The aft cabin is a gem and fully utilises the increased beam to 
include an island berth, big double wardrobe, bureau and a wet 
room, which occupies almost the entire length of the port side. 
Headroom is excellent too; 6ft 4in in most places. The owner  
of this boat is tall, hence the helms didn’t fit 6ft me all that well 
but Dale will draw the helms to suit each client.

Engineroom access is via the master cabin, too, through a  
door that you need to stoop to enter and from there headroom 
decreases quite dramatically over the engines. It would be fine  
in port but clambering around these in a 
swell would be quite unpleasant. The 
installation is top-drawer however, the aisle 
between the motors lined with timber in a 
brilliant flourish of unnecessary carpentry. 

V E R D I C T
It is not an easy task to improve an icon such as the Nelson. 

Dale’s work here is delicate and unflashy but the small details it 
has painstakingly whittled away on combine to freshen up the 
look without compromising on the legendary sea keeping or 
alienating a customer for whom laminate weights are more of a 
concern than the potential to install underwater lighting.

It’s things like the bonded windows and flush deck hatches and 
the smoother wheelhouse and coachroof borrowed from the 
gorgeous 45 Classic that take the 40 to the next level. They’re 
small changes but they have a great effect – none of these tweaks 
are going to have a negative impact as you surf, water parting, 
face smiling, through a following swell. 

CONTACT Dale Sailing Company +44 (0)1646 601061;  
www.dalesailing.co.uk

S TO R A G E 
Dale has since added a 

storage tray to the lower 
helm for loose items 

and mugs/glasses

W H E E L 
This steering wheel 

will be changed for a 
less dished one to 

increase space

D E TA I L 
The time and effort it 
must take to create 
this compass mount 

alone says it all

TA B L E
A fixed table can be mounted 
in the middle of the cockpit  

if preferred

S E AT I N G
Mounting the seats inboard 

of the decks makes them feel 
very well protected

AT  T H E  H E L M
It’s lovely to have three separate 

forward-facing helm seats in  
the saloon

P R I VA C Y
A separate bathroom/day 
heads forward is great for 

privacy in the evening

Speed in knots. Calculated figures based on real-time readings, yours may vary considerably. 
Figures allow for 20% reserve. All prices include VAT @ 20%. 75% fuel, 100% water,  

4 crew + safety stores. 10 degrees air temperature, F4 and moderate seas for sea trial. 

Timber in the engineroom? 
That’s the Dale touch

P E R F O R M A N C E

Test engines Twin Volvo Penta D6 370. 370hp @ 3,640rpm. 6-cylinder, 5.5-litre diesels

    ECO    FAST  MAX

RPM   1,400 1,800 2,200 2,600 3,000 3,200 3,400 3,640

SPEED   7.9 9.0 10.7 14.0 18.1 20.0 21.8 23.7

LPH   13.5 23.9 43.9 65.8 93.6 111 123 160

LPM   1.71 2.66 4.10 4.7 5.17 5.55 5.64 6.75

RANGE    936 603 390 340 309 288 284 237

NOISE   66 69 73 75 76 76 77 82

S P E C I F I C A T I O N
LOA 44ft 2in (13.48m)

Beam 13ft 10in (4.23m)
Draught 3ft 9in (1.2m)

Displacement 16 tonnes
Fuel capacity 2,000 litres
Water capacity 450 litres

RCD rating A*
Designer Arthur Mursell/TT Boat Designs & Dale  

*Number of persons still to be determined

C O S T S  &  O P T I O N S
Interceptor trim systems £10,564

Sleipner bow thruster £8,671
Sleipner sternthruster £5,748

Electric sliding helm seat £4,846
4kVA generator £13,200
Flexiteek decks £6,626

Leather interior upholstery £3,970
Timber veneer flooring £8,755

Rope cutters £1,724
Diesel cabin heater £4,896

Price from £698,114 inc VAT
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T O P  S P E E D C O N S U M P T I O N R A N G E P R I C EN O I S E

£ 7 8 9 , 1 8 4
as tested inc VAT
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THE DIFFERENCE THAT IS DALE

Explore The DALE 28 and our newest masterpiece The
DALE 40 for yourself at The Southampton Boat Show

13-22 September 2019.

“...nothing gets in the way

           of the business of going to sea.”

Jack Haines / Motorboat & Yachting Magazine

W  www.dalenelson.co.uk

T  01646 603 112  /  07879 481717

E  info@dalenelson.co.uk

Unrivalled Sea-keeping   •   Exquisite Craftsmanship   •   Lifetime Commitment


